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kingdom, which he accomplished perfectly and regaled
the Khan with news of his journeys and the condi-
tions of his subjects.
Marco and his father and uncle spent about
seventeen years in the Court of Kublai Khan, in the
course of which he undertook many political and
administrative missions to all parts of the vast Mogul
empire. He went to its furthest ends, studied their
conditions and topography, and was able to learn a
great deal about their affairs, both from personal expe-
rience and from trustworthy persons. The Venetians,
so long far from their homes, were very anxious to see
their relatives and their country, and apprehended the
death of Kublai Khan, who was old and infirm, before
enabling them to return home. But the Khan refused
to give them permission and insisted on their remain-
ing near him. They were obliged, against their will,
to wait till a favourable occasion presented itself to
enable them to return. It so happened that Queen
Bulgan, wife of Argon Khan, King of Persia and
Khorasan, who was a princess of the royal Tartar
family, died. Argon sent envoys to the great Khan
who was then in Katai, asking to send him a new wife
of the family of the deceased queen. His envoys met
the Venetians there and the great Khan promptly
acceded to the request of Argon, chose for him a
beautiful young bride of high education and morals,
named Kogatin, and made all preparations for her
departure with the envoys of Argon. The royal
procession after marching for eight months in valleys
and defiles learned that there was war in the west
between the Tartar Princes and that communications
with Persia were closed and dangerous. It had there-
fore to return to the court of the great Khan against
its wishes. Marco Polo had, at that time, returned from
a voyage in the southern seas to the East Indies islands
and he told the great Khan that voyage in those seas
was very safe. The envoys of Argon were interested